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Date: May 8, 2020 
From: Brian Jones, Principal Marshall High School and MATEC 
T0: Students and Parents 
Re: Grading Options during the Spring 2020 semester 
 
Students, Parents, and Guardians of MHS and MATEC, 
 
The purpose of this memo is to inform you of recent changes to the grading and reporting practices for students 
specific to the spring semester and Quarter 4 of the 2019 – 2020 school year.  These changes were approved by the 
School Board of the Marshall Public School District at the School Board meeting held on Monday, May 4, 2020 and 
are now in effect for the current semester only. 
 
These changes are based upon the situation that our students, families, and schools currently are experiencing.  
Due to this most unusual situation we believe that it is important to communicate these options that are available 
to our students.  We believe that during the time of distance learning that it is important to give parents a say in 
how their student should be graded since their academic education is occurring in the home. 
 
The information listed below outlines and highlights the grading options that will appear on the end of quarter and 
end of semester grade reports as well as the final grade transcript.  Grades from the spring 2020 semester will also 
be denoted (per Minnesota Department of Education guidelines) that courses during the spring semester 2020 
were completed during the time of distance learning. 
 
We have also created a video explanation of this change.  The video can be found on the Marshall High School web 
page at www.marshall.k12.mn.us/gradingoptions.  Should you have any question please call the Marshall High 
School office at 507-537-6920 and asked to speak to your child’s counselor in Student Services or to either school 
administrator. 
 
Assigning Grades 9-12 

• Families will have the option to choose for their student to be assessed using traditional letter grades (A, B, 
C, D) or may choose to be assessed with a Pass/No Credit option for each individual class that the student is 
currently enrolled in. 

• During the spring 2020 a final grade of an “F” will not be given.  However, teachers continue to have the 
authority to issue a grade of “no credit” if, in their opinion, the student has not demonstrated enough and 
adequate mastery of the academic standards.  Students receiving a score of “no credit” for any class may 
have to repeat such class prior to advancing to the next level course such as in the summer or a subsequent 
school year.  As a reminder, students must earn 30.5 credits in order to graduate from Marshall High 
School.  

• Traditional letter grades will continue to factor into a student’s grade point average (GPA).  A Pass/No 
Credit grading score will not affect the student’s GPA (GPA neutral). 

• CIS courses will utilize traditional letter grading.  Students in AP courses will have the option of traditional 
grading or Pass/No Credit.  PSEO students, please note that we can only report the grade received in the 
course from the college on your transcript.     

 

http://www.marshall.k12.mn.us/gradingoptions
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• Parents or guardians wishing to utilize the Pass/No Credit option must inform the school of this academic 

grade option no later than the end of the day on Friday, May 22. 
 
Distance Learning FAQ’s 

• If we do not hear from a family what happens? 
o If the school does not hear a request from the family the school will continue to use a traditional 

letter grade to indicate a student’s progress. 
• If a student does not pass a class is it an F? 

o No – we are not issuing any grades of an F during the Spring 2020 semester.  If, in the opinion of 
the teacher, the student has not satisfactorily met the minimum requirements of the class during 
the spring semester 2020, or quarter 4 of spring 2020 then the student would receive a grade of 
“no credit”. 

• What is the minimum threshold for passing?   
o This is established within each course/department. Students should ask their teacher. 

• Does a Pass/No Credit have an impact for those students wishing to register with the NCAA? 
o It could.  The NCAA has produced a document that says a pass/no credit system will not affect the 

eligibility of current seniors.  However, the document does not address how it could affect the 
eligibility of students currently in grades, 9, 10, 11.  Students who could choose to play in an NCAA 
sport should seriously consider traditional letter grades for this semester/quarter. 

• Does a “no credit” affect MHS eligibility in MHS extra-curricular events for next fall? 
o No.  The activities handbook only addresses if a student were to receive an F.  Since we are not 

issuing a failing grade at this time the student would remain eligible, but MAY have to still retake 
the course in which they did not receive credit in. 

 
How Do I  Notify the School That I Wish to Select the Credit/No Credit Option? 

• Parents or guardians wishing to utilize the Pass/No Credit option must inform the school of this academic 
grade option no later than the end of the day on Friday, May 22. 

• To notify us of this request you will need to complete a form: 
www.marshall.k12.mn.us/graderequestform 

• You only need to list the courses that you wish to have your child assessed with a  
“Pass/No Credit” grading method. 

• If you wish to continue to utilize the traditional letter grade system you do not need to notify the school as 
the traditional letter grade system will automatically be the default. 

 
 Lastly, thank you for your (students and parents) efforts during this pandemic.  We will continue to work with 
our students and families in helping to educate and support the families within our community.  Should you 
need assistance please call the high school office at 507 537-6820 and ask to speak to your child’s counselor or 
a school administrator. 
 

http://www.marshall.k12.mn.us/graderequestform

